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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with John F. Brady on Thursday, September 15, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Specification : 

Page 7, line 23, inserted - The attachment strip 68 is attached in abutment to the body 
62 at one end portion 67 and has an opposite end portion 69 which extends outwardly 
away from the body 62 and wherein there is a bend 65 in the attachment strip 68 
between the one end portion 67 and the opposite end portion 69. The one end portion 
67 is a planar surface which is attached to an outer surface of the body 62. The 
opposite end portion 69 extends from the bend 65 in a cantilevered manner. The loop 
70 is pivotally attached to the opposite end portion 69 through an aperture 71 in the 
opposite end portion 69.- after "to the body 62". 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/751 , 1 82 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3643 

Claims : 

Claim 19. A tool suitable for use with split shot comprising: 

a) a thimble comprising an approximately circular open end and an approximately 
circular closed end and a body between the open end and the closed end defining a 
cavity adapted to receive a finger within the cavity, wherein the open end has a larger 
radius than the closed end; 

b) a curved blade attached to the thimble at a position near the open end; the 
curved blade having a curvature approximately matching a radius of curvature of the 
thimble at the position, the curved blade extending beyond the closed end; and 

c) means for attaching the tool to clothing comprising an attachment strip and a 
loop, the attachment strip having one end portion attached in abutment to the body and 
an opposite end portion, and wherein there is a bend in the attachment strip between 
the one end portion and the opposite end portion, the opposite end portion extending 
from the bend in a cantilevered manner and the loop extending through an aperture in 
the opposite end portion . 

Canceled claim 26. 
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Claim 36. A tool suitable for use with split shot comprising: 

a) a thimble comprising an approximately circular open end and an 
approximately circular closed end and a body between the open end and the closed end 
defining a cavity adapted to receive a finger within the cavity, wherein the open end has 
a larger radius than the closed end; 

b) a blade attached to the thimble at a position near the open end, the blade 
extending slightly beyond the closed end; and 

c) means an aporturo in th e body near the open end suitable for attaching 
the tool to a fisherperson's vest or to a lanyard device , wherein the means for attaching 
comprises an attachment strip and a loop, the attachment strip having one end portion 
attached in abutment to the body and an opposite end portion, and wherein there is a 
bend in the attachment strip between the one end portion and the opposite end portion, 
the opposite end portion extending from the bend in a cantilevered manner, the loop 
extending through an aperture in the opposite end portion . 

Canceled claims 37- 39. 

Claim 40. The tool of Claim 19 wherein the tool is capable of being attached to a 
fisherperson's vest. 

Canceled claims 41 and 42. 
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Claim 45. A tool suitable for use with split shot comprising: 

a) a thimble comprising an approximately circular open end and an 
approximately circular closed end and a body between the open end and the closed end 
defining a cavity adapted to receive a finger within the cavity, wherein the open end has 
a larger radius than the closed end; 

b) a curved blade attached to the thimble at a position near the open end, the 
curved blade having a concave side, the concave side in contact with the thimble at the 
position, the curved blade extending beyond the closed end; and 

c) means for attaching the tool to clothing or to a lanyard device , the means 
for attaching comprising an attachment strip and a loop, the attachment strip having one 
end portion attached in abutment to the body and an opposite end portion, and wherein 
there is a bend in the attachment strip between the one end portion and the opposite 
end portion, the opposite end portion extending from the bend in a cantilevered manner, 
the loop extending through an aperture in the opposite end portion . 

2. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: inserted no. 57 into Fig. 2 to denote the large end and 
inserted nos. 67 and 69 to denote the one end of the attachment strip and the another 
opposite end of the attachment strip in Fig. 3. In order to avoid abandonment of the 
application, applicant must make these above agreed upon drawing changes. 
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3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In regard to claims 19, 36, and 45, the prior art of record does not disclose a tool 

suitable for use with split shot comprising the attachment strip having one end portion 

attached in abutment to the body and the loop extending through an aperture in the 

opposite end portion . 

In regard to claims 22 and 44, the prior art of record does not disclose a method 

of opening a split shot having a closed slot that is crimped around a fishing line 

comprising the steps of: placing the curved blade into the closed slot and manipulating 

the curved blade to open the slot. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Darren W. Ark whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6885. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 8:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on (571) 272-6891. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). /4 
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Fig. 3 



